
Honoring the Gift. 
Paying it Forward. 

 
 

 

 
 

Proceeds from the sale of Hero Allograft are donated to charities benefitting children with 
serious medical conditions. 

 
Dr. Douglas H. Musser; Auprelee, Wish Teen; BJ, Auprelee’s Mother 

 

Spinal Elements® celebrates a wish granted by Dr. Douglas H. Musser in 
conjunction with the Make-A-Wish® Ohio, Kentucky & Indiana Chapter at the 

offices of Youngstown Orthopaedic Associates. 
 

Dr. Douglas Musser Is First Ohio Surgeon to Participate in Spinal Elements’ National Hero 
Charity Program and Establish a Legacy of Granting Wishes to Youngstown Kids 

 
YOUNGSTOWN, OH – January 11, 2018 – Auprelee, 
a 19-year-old Youngstown-area Make-A-Wish kid, 
was able to receive her wish of a lifetime last 
December – an Australian dream vacation -- thanks 
to Youngstown Orthopaedic Associates spine  

surgeon Dr. Douglas H. Musser and spine 
technology company Spinal Elements.  Dr. Musser 
teamed up with Spinal Elements in an effort to 
benefit local children with life-threatening medical 
conditions, and celebrated Auprelee and her family 
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in a special ceremony where they presented the 
latest donation check for $15,000 to the Make-A-
Wish Ohio, Kentucky & Indiana chapter in the 
offices of Youngstown Orthopaedic Associates. 
 
Auprelee battles Sickle Cell Anemia and Avascular 
Necrosis, and a vacation to Australia was on her 
bucket list because she wanted to explore a place 
outside of the U.S.  where she had never been – and 
she wanted to see a kangaroo in person instead of 
just looking at pictures. While there, she and her 
family stayed in Sydney, and saw landmarks such as 
the Sydney Opera House, the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge, and of course met some friendly kangaroos 
at a VIP tour of the Taronga Zoo. 
 
“We named our allograft program “Hero” to honor 
the donors of allograft, and because we see these 
kids as the true Heroes,” said Jason Blain, President 
and CEO of Spinal Elements. “I feel that simply by 
choosing to use Hero Allograft in my spinal 
operations and procedures, I double the impact. 

I get to heal patients using superior medicine and 
also support children suffering from some of the 
worst medical conditions. I’m thankful I can do my 
part and urge my colleagues across Ohio and the 
country to do the same,” commented Dr. Musser. 
 
The Hero Program was launched in 2012, offering 
surgeons and hospitals across the country the 
opportunity to pledge to use only allograft tissue 
from companies that philanthropically apply profits 
from the transfer of that tissue. Allograft is human 
tissue that is obtained by way of an authorized gift 
of a donor and/or their family and can then be 
turned into scores of medical products. 
 
Spinal Elements has chosen to honor tissue 
donation as a gift of life by donating a portion of the 
proceeds from the sale of Hero Allograft, to 
charities benefitting children with serious medical 
conditions. To date, Spinal Elements has donated 
well in excess of $1M through the Hero program. 
 
For more information please visit 
www.spinalelements.com or heroallograft.com 
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Auprelee, Wish Teen; Marc Yap, Spinal Elements 


